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Dear Friends, 

By the time you read this I will have returned from a week’s mission in Ireland.  I will be joining the 
Through Faith Missions “Gathered in Mission” Team in Eire, just south of the border with Northern 
Ireland.  I will be spending the first half of the week in a small town called manor Hamilton; then the 
second half of the week in Drumcliffe, a larger town whose church is a tourist attraction as it is burial 
place of the poet Yeats.  We will be sharing our faith by talks, testimony, assemblies, meetings etc., 
and also carrying out a personal beliefs survey around the towns and streets.  The most important 
activity will be just being with the people of the area, especially the churchgoers, and encouraging 
them to think that they can be part of God’s mission too.  The people of the area are the ones who 
will be carrying out the mission when our teams have left and gone home, so it is important that 
they feel that “mission” is not something that they have to call a team of evangelists in to do - it the 
work that Jesus has given to each of us; after all He said: 
 
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age." ( Matt 28:18-20) 
 
The word “Mission” comes from the Latin “mission”, which is said at the end of a communion 
service meaning “the mass is ended”.  It is a similar meaning to what we say in the Anglican Liturgy 
“Go in peace to love and serve the world”.  This call, at the end of a service, is to all of us to say 
“you have heard about the gospel and its call to love and witness to all- now go and put it into 
practice.” 
 
The question that all of us have to answer for ourselves is “What is my mission or vocation” – what is 
it that God wants me to do in my life.  It does not necessarily mean doing something ‘religious’ for 
the church.  My wife Karen has always felt called to teach secondary school children.  She left her job 
teaching at New Hall some years ago and wondered if she should be doing pastoral work in the 
church, and did some courses on pastoral ministry.  The pastoral work course did not seem to be 
right for her and about two years ago I asked her “What do you really feel called by God to do?” 
Straight away she said “Teach!” I then said, “Then do not waste your time trying to do ‘church 
work’, when God really wants you inside a school!”  This set Karen free to pursue her vocation as a 
teacher, and now she not only teaches, but also mentors some pupils who have special needs.  
 
The late Sir Fred Catherwood was the son-in-law of the great preacher Dr Martin Lloyd-Jones of 
Westminster Chapel, and he was a successful businessman.  He also was a deacon and preacher at 
his church and  he wondered if he should offer himself for the ministry, but he kept on being 
promoted at work and was involved in national business life, later working for the Government and 
the CBI.  He realised his true ‘vocation’ was not to be a minister, but to be involved in ‘public life’ as 
a businessman, and he later became an MEP and director of several companies and trustee of 
various Christian charities, including being chair of the Evangelical Alliance.  His ‘mission’ was to live 



 
 

out his life as a Christian, witness to Christ when it was appropriate, show Christian values in the way 
he carried out his work, and to respond to calls to serve in Christian organisations where 
appropriate, and serve in his church – for many years he and his wife taught bible classes on Sunday 
afternoons.  Because of his integrity, he was also called on by the Government to give talks on 
business ethics and to campaign against bribery in business.  He was not perfect, but he was a 
shining example of someone who genuinely tried to live out a Christian vocation as a lay person. 
 
I believe that my own vocation is to be an Anglican vicar, with a heart for mission and evangelism- 
that is why I get involved with outside mission, as well as promoting it within this parish.  The 
question for all of us is not “What is my vocation in church work?”, but more a question of  “What 
gifts and talents has God given me, and how can I use those gifts to their best effect to serve His 
world.”  This could be in art, music, hospitality, concern for the environment, overseas mission or 
pastoral care, as well as the more ‘conventional’ understanding of vocation as being involved in 
church work.  
 
So what is your mission or vocation in life?  I cannot answer that for you, but I am always available if 
any of you wish to talk about this matter.  It is not always something that is immediately clear – my 
own vocation to ordained ministry took 7 years to come to fruition - but if we are genuine at seeking 
God, I believe that God will “lead and guide us in paths of righteousness, for His name’s sake.” (Ps 
23:3).  At this Harvest time, when we offer God thanks for all He has given us, let us also offer 
ourselves afresh to His service. 
 
This song can help us as we seek God’s face: 
I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard My people cry; 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, 
I will make their darkness bright. 
I will speak My word to them. 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night. 
I will go, Lord, 
If You lead me; 
I will hold Your people in my heart. 
 
In Christian love 
 
Paul 
 
 
  
 


