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Dear Friends, 

This letter is written at the time of the World Cup Quarter final where England are playing 
Sweden, and I am about to go to the Red Beret to watch the match with Matthew.  The Red 
Beret is the ‘community’ pub of Melbourne where we watched the previous match against 
Columbia, and where we were shouting and screaming as England won on penalties. 
Someone was asking me “Why was I there?” I replied “to watch the match and to be where 
the people are.” (Incidentally, I was approached by a lady who wanted her son baptised, and 
I met up with many people I knew from our previous community work, including the staff of 
the Aces Bakery where we hold our weekly bible study on Wednesday lunchtimes – see 
photo) 

 

Our church strapline reads “A church at the heart of the community, with the community 
on our heart.”  It is my view that we are made to live in community - families, friends, 
churches, and we are therefore to make every effort to be involved in the life of our 
community which in turn involves building relationships with all its inhabitants.  In Jeremiah 
Chapter 29 verse 7 Jeremiah tells the Jewish exiles in Babylon not to retreat into a holy 
huddle but to get involved by planting gardens, building houses, having families and to “Seek 
the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, 
for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” 
 



 
 

In his book on Politics, “Citizens of Somewhere”, David Goodhart talks about people who 
are citizens of ‘Nowhere’, who believe they belong to networks rather than a place, who try 
to take an impartial view of their own nation’s affairs, as if they themselves were the 
arbiters of what is fair, and for them, patriotism inhibits our people’s ability to be impartial 
and is therefore viewed as dangerous and infantilising.  But In his article “Why citizens of 
nowhere will never get the World Cup” Giles Fraser states “we never learn morality as 
such, but always a morality that is embedded within a particular community, with a 
particular history and social order.”  Putting this another way, we cannot therefore be 
neutral and impartial about our values as if they exist in a vacuum; they only make sense 
when they are lived out in a particular community.  This is why it is, in my view, wrong to say 
that you do not have to go to church to be a Christian.  This is true only in a very limited 
sense but God calls us to be in a church, a community of faith, so that we have to work out 
our faith in the company of others. We do not then just have to talk and believe about loving 
our neighbour- we have to put it into practice with our fellow church members, some of 
whom we may not actually like!  Also it is pointless for us to moan about the loss of Christian 
values that existed when some of us were young (50,60,70 or 80 years ago); what we must 
do instead is to be ‘salt and light’ (Matt 5:13) in our communities now and help people to 
understand what Christian values are like by our own involvement in the community.  As I 
keep saying, “You are the Fifth Gospel”, i.e. You are the person who is going to represent 
Christ to many of our community members, and often in ways and among people that I, as 
vicar cannot.  

We are always, as Christians, “Citizens of Somewhere”- this is why the Church of England is 
divided into parishes so that everyone in this country is under the pastoral care of a 
clergyperson who is mandated to care for them if and when they call on their services.  I 
have always been taught as a parish priest that my time should be equally divided between 
the church, the parish and the wider church and world, and I have tried to follow this advice 
all throughout my ministry. 

I hope England win the World Cup, and this is because I am English and I love our country 
and want it to flourish.  I try to put my faith into practice by getting involved in the life of the 
community and I believe that is what God wants for us to. I pray that we can truly be, as our 
strapline says:  “A Church at the heart of the community, with the community on our 
heart” 
 
In Christian Love 
Paul 
  

 

 


