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Contd…. 

Dear Friends, 

Venerable David Lowman, the former Archdeacon of Chelmsford, used to be the Diocesan 
Director of ordinands and as such he had the role of interviewing prospective clergy to the 
ministry.  In his sermon at his leaving service he said that one of the most important 
questions he used to ask prospective ordinands was the word “And?”  What he meant was 
this: ‘it is all very well you telling me your experience of church life, competence at 
administration, worship planning etc., but why does your experience mean you are meant to 
be ordained?’  In short David was saying “So what!” 

“So what!” is a very good question to be asking us after Easter, when we believe that Jesus is 
the Son of God and was raised from the dead on Easter Morning.  If it is true, then our 
perspective on the whole world has changed.  These are some of the “So whats”  that I can 
see as coming from the fact that Jesus has been raised from the dead. 

 We have hope in a troubled world.  “ But we do not want you to be uninformed, 
brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. (1 Thess 
4:13-14)  No longer do we mourn at the troubled state of the world as people who 
have no hope.  Our hope is now in God who has changed everything, shown he is 
ultimately in control, and will bring things to a positive conclusion in His way and in 
His time.  

 We have assurance of eternal salvation  “because if you confess with your lips that 
Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will 
be saved.” (Romans 10:9) Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 
those who have died…. so all will be made alive in Christ. (1 Cor 15:20-22)   We 
know that our faith in a risen Lord means that we will also be raised from the dead 
and be alive with Him forever. 

 Our faith is shown to be true and the ultimate truth to believe, follow and live by: 
“his Son (Jesus), who was  …..declared to be Son of God with power according to 
the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 
faith.” (Romans 1:3-5)  This is not some myth or political ideology but ‘true truth’, it 
actually happened, it shows he is the Son of God and vindicates His teaching 
authority. 

 The resurrection helps me to continue in hope, even though circumstances are hard. 
“I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his 
sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.” (Phil 3:10-11)   If following Jesus means accepting 
some suffering then it will all be worth it because He will vindicate me in raising me 
from the dead. 



 
 

I think those four “so whats” are enough to be getting on with but I know there are many 
more.  The important thing for us is that we live as people of the resurrection, and have the 
spirit of the risen Christ about us. So therefore 

 When someone expresses despair at the world, we can say yes, but I have hope 
because of Jesus. 

 When someone is afraid of death we can say, but Jesus assures us of eternal life. 
 When someone says our faith is stupid, unhistorical or a myth we can say “but if the 

resurrection happened it proves it is true”. 
 When someone is depressed or in despair, we can say, “Be encouraged, hold on in 

faith, the resurrection means that we are on the winning side.” 
 

So we do not just say. “We believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” We can also say (as 
David Lowman would want us to!)  

and  

This gives us hope in a troubled world, confidence of eternal life, a truth to believe in and 
the encouragement to keep going when it is tough. 

Let us pray together the Easter Collect 

Lord of all life and power, who through the mighty resurrection of your Son overcame the 
old order of sin and death to make all things new in him:  
grant that we, being dead to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may reign with him in 
glory; 
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, glory and might, now and in 
all eternity. Amen  
 
Christ is risen! 
He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
In Christian love 
 
Paul 
 
 

 


