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Dear Friends, 

Candlemas or the’ Presentation of Christ’ (officially on 2nd February but celebrated in St 
Andrew’s on 29th January) marks the end of the ‘Christmas season’ in Church, and we begin a 
short period of ‘Ordinary Time’ until we start ‘Lent’ on Ash Wednesday on 1st March. 
Although most of us have already put away our Christmas decorations, the Church continues 
to have Christmas, and especially the ‘Incarnation’ as its theme for over a month after 
December 25th.  This is because we need to reflect on the implications of having Jesus Christ, 
Son of God actually living among us, and therefore how we can pattern our lives on His 
example. 

I have always maintained that the seasons in the Christian year are there to remind us of 
different aspects of the Christian story where we can prepare for and then have our 
celebrations, but that the long period of ‘Ordinary Time’( from after Trinity Sunday to the 
beginning of Advent) is a reminder that we have to apply the truths of the Christian faith in 
the ‘ordinariness’ of our lives – in our family and church life, in our work and other 
relationships, in our community and nation.  As Jesus said: 

 “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you 
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another." (John 13:34-35) 

But because the date of Easter (16th April) is later this year, we have another four week 
period of ‘Ordinary Time’ between Candlemass and Ash Wednesday.  I have therefore 
decided that we will have a short sermon series on Sundays 5th, 12th and 26th February on the 
theme of how we should apply the truth of ‘loving each other’ in the context of our church 
relationships. The key text is  

“Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 
forgiven you. (Ephesians 4:32) 

It is very important that we show the practical fruit of love in our relationships with one-
another, otherwise how will a watching world take us seriously in our mission if we do not 
practise what we preach?  Very often we forget that other people are looking at us for an 
example of what a Christian is like, or we react harshly or get annoyed when things in church 
do not quite go the way we want them to, or other people do not do things the way we think 
they should.  These situations are part of church family life, and until we get to heaven and 
are perfect, they always will be.  But it is up to us to make every effort to ‘maintain the bond 
of peace.’ (Eph 4:3) and to ‘let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, to which indeed we 
were called in the one body. (Col 3:15) 



 
 

Sometimes, of course, despite our best efforts, other people refuse to want to walk in peace 
with us, but as long as we have done everything in our power to maintain peace, then we 
will have done everything possible to please God.  We must be honest with one another, 
‘speaking the truth in love’ (Eph 4:15), and also watch the manner in which we speak to one 
another.  

‘Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there 
is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear.’ (Eph 4:29) 

This is a tall order, and we will fail in this many times, but when we do fail, we must be 
honest with each other, ‘forgiving each other, just as Christ has forgiven us (Eph 4:32), and 
then most importantly, forgive ourselves, because if God has forgiven us when we confess 
our sins (1 John 1:8-10), then we have no right to withhold forgiveness from ourselves.  But 
we can only do this if we recognise our human weakness and dependence on God, who 
‘pours His love into our hearts by the Spirit He has given us.’ (Rom 5:5)  

I learned this song nearly 40 years ago when I became a Christian, and it can still speak to us 
today: 

Jesus, stand among us at the meeting of our lives; 
Be our sweet agreement at the meeting of our eyes. 
 
So to You we’re gathering out of each and every land; 
Christ the love between us at the joining of our hands. 
 
Jesus, stand among us at the breaking of the bread; 
Join us as one body as we worship You, our Head. 
 
O Jesus, we love You, so we gather here; 
Join our hearts in unity and take away our fear.  
 

In Christian love 

Paul 

 


