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Dear Friends, 

This is the first newsletter I have written for a combined December and January Magazine, 
so I will try to make my reflection suitable for Christmas and New Year, but I hope, if you do 
not mind,I will do it the other way around! 
 
2016 has been a momentous year of change, politically with the Brexit and Trump votes and 
in other ways as well, it feels like what we had assumed to be the norm has been swiftly 
discarded.  On a personal note, my sister’s death in May this year has changed our family life 
and dynamic forever.  What must we do in such a time of seeming uncertainty about the 
way the world is going?  Firstly, we must recognise that uncertainty is actually the norm in 
the Christian life, and that periods of stability may come and go.  Jesus talks frequently about 
the need for Christians to be ready, and to be aware always of their responsibilities to 
witness to a watching world in the midst of change and to keep going (Luke 21:5-19) e.g. “By 
your endurance you will gain your souls.” (Luke 21:19)  Secondly Jesus warns us that we 
may experience problems but to trust Him in the midst of them “I have said this to you, so 
that in me you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I 
have conquered the world!" (John 16:33)  Thirdly, we are not in charge of the world – God 
is.  We are not God or the Pope, capable of making infallible statements about politics and 
doctrine.  To hear some Christian commentators and Bishops, you might think that they have 
a direct hotline to God about Brexit and Trump, and that God agrees with their views 
(strangely enough!)  However God makes it clear that He alone has the wisdom to know 
what is going on, and our job is not to try to manipulate people to accepting our own point 
of view.  “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the 
LORD.”(Isaiah 55:8)  We can and should express our views on politics and the world 
situations, but with a healthy degree of humility that leaves room for disagreement and 
respectful debate. 
 
I have been reading the Old Testament prophets recently, and the stories are full of false 
prophets who misread the signs of the times and did not see the coming of the judgement of 
God in the invasions of the Assyrians in Israel, or the Babylonians in Judah.  Habakkuk is 
however a true prophet, and he is praying and complaining to God about the situation in his 
country of bad kings and unfaithful religious practices and leaders, and He asks God to act. 
God replies that He will act, but by raising up the Babylonians to execute justice on Judah by 
invading them. Habakkuk protests  “Surely not God, You cannot use such an evil people for 
your Godly purposes?” Habakkuk then watches and waits, and then God confirms his word, 
and gives a sign of his awesome power. Habakkuk is then left to contemplate and wait, even 
though the outward circumstances are not pleasant.  He says “Though the fig tree does not 
blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; though the produce of the olive fails and the fields 



 
 

 

yield no food; though the flock is cut off from the fold and there is no herd in the stalls, yet 
I will rejoice in the LORD; I will exult in the God of my salvation.”(Hab 3:16-18) 
 
In the same way, I believe that we, as Christians are to watch, wait and pray over the 
situations we see in our country and our world. I do not know what will happen, but I know 
that God is in charge, and that He has acted decisively in world history by sending His son 
Jesus Christ to be with us. Christmas is a time for recognising that God is among us, but 
sometimes He comes in ways that the world does not see – e.g. to poor parents in obscurity 
who become refugees, whose child who was born in a manger. Our call is not to try to be 
clever and pontificate on world events as if we know all the answers – our task instead is to 
watch and pray and to seek signs of the Kingdom and join in with what God is already doing, 
which may be hidden from the rich and powerful elites. So let us this Christmas and New 
Year, humble ourselves before God and “Seek the Lord while He may be found, and call on 
Him while He is near.” (Isaiah 55:6)  
Singing and praying through these words may help us: 

But with the woes of sin and strife 
    The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled 
    Two thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with man, hears not 
    The love song which they bring; –  
O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
    And hear the angels sing! 

 For lo! the days are hastening on 
    By prophet bards foretold, 
When, with the ever circling years 
    Shall come the age of gold; 
When Peace shall over all the earth, 
    Its ancient splendours fling, 
And the whole world give back the song, 
    Which now the angels sing. 

 
In Christian Love, 
 
Paul 
 


