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Contd…. 

Dear Friends, 

In our Family Service on Sunday, we took the phrase “The only thing that matters is faith 
expressing itself in love (Gal 5:6) and then the congregation acted out the parable of the 
Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) - I think Billy and Bradley did rather too well in beating up 
Ezekiel! There are parts of the bible I do not understand, but as Mark Twain once said, “I am 
not worried about the parts of the bible I do not understand, but by the parts I do!” The 
meaning and application of this parable are crystal clear – my neighbour is anyone I come 
across in life, and just as the Samaritan helped the man in need, I am expected to “go, and 
do likewise.” 

This parable has inspired many in their work for their communities and for justice and peace 
throughout the world. A friend of mine felt called into the Hospice movement and raised 
millions of pounds and built two hospices by being inspired by this parable and after seeing a 
friend die in pain from cancer. 

In James we read 
“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works? 
Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says 
to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply their bodily 
needs, what is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. (James :14-17) 
 
Our Harvest Family Service is on 2nd October and we are collecting for the Foodbank, Safer 
Spaces and CHESS. This is a very practical way that we can help others and in doing so we 
“fulfil the law of Christ.” (Gal 6:2) 
 
I am increasingly convinced that the call of the Lord to us in St. Andrew’s at this time is to 
seek to serve others in our community in every way we can. It does not matter if it is just to 
help one person, or a thousand- think of ways in which can show that we love God by loving 
our neighbour. Then we will earned the right to be heard when we speak about Jesus and 
we can then “let our light shine before others, so that they may see our good works and 
give glory to our Father in heaven. “(Matt 5:16) 
As the saying attributed to John Wesley goes: 

"Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places 
you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can." 

This song by Graham Kendrick can help us in our Harvest celebrations: 

Beauty for brokenness, hope for despair 
Lord, in your suffering this is our prayer 
Bread for the children justice, joy, peace 
Sunrise to sunset Your kingdom increase! 



 
 

 
Shelter for fragile lives, cures for their ills 
Work for the craftsman, trade for their skills 
Land for the dispossessed rights for the weak 
Voices to plead the cause of those who can't speak 
 
God of the poor, friend of the weak 
Give us compassion we pray  
melt our cold hearts, let tears fall like rain 
Come, change our love from a spark to a flame. 
 
In Christian Love, 
 
Paul 
 

 


